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Freedom House  and partners, under our joint initiative United to Confront Hate-Motivated Violence in Ukraine, seek to 
improve Ukraine’s policies to prevent and respond to hate‐motivated violence. Our efforts unite communities targeted 
with hate‐motivated violence in a broad coalition aimed at monitoring, documenting, and analyzing hate-motivated 
crimes and incidents in Ukraine. Equipped with data gathered from both open sources and interviews, we develop and 
advocate for policies to more effectively tackle hate-motivated violence.

This Hate  Monitor is a snapshot  of monitoring, documentation, and verification of incidents by a network of 25 monitors 
across the country. The subject of the monitoring is incidents of hate-motivated violence and violence against events 
organized to promote the rights of communities targeted with hate-motivated violence. 
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Contextual information
The Roma community has faced multiple challenges due to 
forced relocation. Many Roma families of the southern regions 
remain in the front-line city of Zaporizhzhia and do not seek 
relocation elsewhere in Ukraine, due to fear of rejection and 
discrimination, while others are waiting for the liberation of their 
settlements and the end of the war. There is a significant surge 
in hate-motivated violence against vulnerable communities, 
with this quarter’s total count being the highest since the start 
of the full-scale invasion. Victims often refuse to report hate 
crimes to law enforcement agencies due to disbelief that these 
agencies will act on their behalf, as well as due to fear of facing 
discrimination by representatives of these agencies themselves. 
Victims also state difficulties in finding well-qualified lawyers 
ready to take a case.
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Hate incidents targeting LGBTQI+ people

On February 11, a group of unidentified individuals 
painted homophobic statements on the facade of 
the "Zhovten" movie theater in Kyiv, which featured 
the LGBTQI+ film “Lessons of Tolerance.” A few days 
later, another group tried to disrupt the screening 
of the same film in Kharkiv. On March 8, a group 
of individuals committed a homophobic attack 
on a teenage boy in a park in Kyiv. On March 24, 
a homosexual couple was attacked by their own 
neighbors in the suburbs of Kyiv. The victims 
received serious injuries, including a concussion 
and other severe craniocerebral injuries. In both 
cases, none of the violators was detained, and the 
criminal proceedings have not yet been launched. 
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