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Remarks by Norman Willox 

Now is the Moment! 

Distinguished leaders, Delegates, colleagues, — 

It is an honor to stand before you at the Global Freedom Summit on this Decisive Day. For 

nearly a century, the United States and our allies have led the free world in defending 

liberty, human dignity, and self-determination. Our leadership has not only expanded 

prosperity and innovation—it has created the longest period of relative global stability in 

modern history. 

Yet today, we confront a stark reality: as you heard from John Raidt last night, our 

adversaries—autocratic regimes, both old and new—have studied our strengths, our 

openness, and our values. And they are weaponizing them against us. They have built 

military strengths and exploited economic norms.  They attack citizens directly to 

adversely impact individual confidence and prosperity.  

But this is not new. During the Cold War, the Soviet Union deployed a sophisticated 

arsenal of propaganda, front groups, and covert funding to infiltrate our democratic 

institutions and erode public trust. They exploited our freedoms to undermine our 

freedoms. Their goal was not simply military parity—it was to fracture the unity of the 

democratic world and make autocracy appear more attractive and inevitable. 

Today, Russia is once again running the same playbook—using disinformation, cyber 

operations, and influence campaigns to polarize our societies, corrode confidence in 

elections, and weaken the democratic institutions and alliances that keep us safe. 

China has taken this strategy further. For two decades, the People’s Republic of China has 

pursued a long-term, state-directed campaign of soft power and strategic influence—

embedding itself into our supply chains, our universities, our international institutions, 

and our financial systems. The Belt and Road Initiative is not just an economic project; it is 

a geopolitical architecture designed to create dependence, tilt global norms, and discredit 

and displace the United States as the leader of the free world. 
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And let us be clear: these are not isolated efforts. They are part of a deliberate, organized 

campaign well organized authoritarian powers trying to rewrite the rules of global 

governance and to make their model—surveillance, censorship, and state control—the 

default system of the 21st century. Their goal, authoritarian control of global institutions.    

 

The Cost of Delay 

We must face the uncomfortable truth: we and our allies have been slow to respond, 

often an implication of democracy. While our adversaries organized, we debated. While 

they built networks, we were distracted.  While they invested strategically, we continued 

to fund freedom transactionally.  We knowingly ignored this persistent trend, driven by 

authoritarian repression, election manipulation, attacks on free expression, transnational 

threats, and armed conflicts. Today, Freedom House’s data reveal the results of that 

inaction: only about 20 percent of the world’s population now lives in Free societies, 

compared to nearly 46 percent in 2005. 

 

Reversing this decline requires a renewed innovated commitment to National, Technical, 

and Economic Security- guided by principles of freedom renewal.  

 

As a result of this very effective autocratic resurgence and 19 consecutive years of global 

democratic decline, we now face a global reaction of potential unintended consequences 

that could accelerate this backsliding of democracy. What was once gradual erosion could 

quickly escalate towards further conflict and war, if we do not act decisively.   

 

If we fail to continue this transformation, our adversaries will advance their efforts to set 

the terms of trade, technology, and security. They will hollow out the institutions we built 

after World War II. And they will export repression—not freedom—as the organizing 

principle of international life. 

 

This is why global freedom is not a nostalgic aspiration—it is a present-day imperative. 

Free societies outperform autocracies over time because they unleash human potential, 

reward innovation, and self-correct their mistakes. But democracy is not self-executing. It 

requires vigilance, investment, and solidarity and renewal of 6 key principles that form the 

cornerstones:  

 

· Freedom, Economic Security, and National Security Are Mutually Reinforcing. 

· Economic Prosperity flourishes with Democratic Governance   

· Technology Must Serve Human Freedom 
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· Self-Determination 

· Civil Society as Democracy’s Foundation  

· International Cooperation as a Freedom Imperative 

 

We must treat the defense of freedom and the rebuilding of democratic resilience as the 

strategic priority of our generation. Just as the Marshall Plan rebuilt war-torn Europe and 

the creation of NATO deterred aggression for decades, we now need a new innovative 

architecture of soft power to sustain freedom in the 21st century. This is why Freedom 

House’s mission—and that of partners around the world—is integral to national and 

international security. 
 

So This is a Call to Action 

This Summit is not about rhetoric. It is about launching the Global Freedom Fund to 

mobilize billions in public and private capital to defend democratic institutions worldwide. 

But let us be clear: this cannot be solved by the United States alone. All stakeholders must 

play a role and share in the Risk, Financial Burden and Success.  

 

Money—while more is needed from all—is not the only solution. What is required is a 

strategic approach: restating freedom principles across the globe, ensuring that our allies 

and societies adapt and evolve as their own transformations for security and economics 

unfold.  We note the urgency of governments and partners working towards the following 

five transformative outcomes, to restore the global momentum supporting freedom: 

 

1. Launch the Global Freedom Fund—phase 1 ($10 Billion) 

2. Renew and Integrate Freedom Principles into New National Security, Trade and 

Commercial Agreements 

3. Support Democratic Principles in AI and Digital Frameworks.  

4. Promote Freedom-Based Economic Alliances 

5. Sponsor Global “Regional” Freedom Summits 

 

In Conclusion 

Civil society must evolve, recognizing the grave threat that faces freedom and democracy 

today. But here lies the hardest truth: for democratic societies, it is tempting to let the 

fear of global security and economic threats drive us inward—to retreat into isolationism. 

That path may feel safe, but it only accelerates decline. Isolationism does not protect 

prosperity; it erodes it. Turning inward hands victory to those who would divide and 

attempt to harm us. 
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The stakes could not be higher. This is why today matters. These are exponential and 

consequential times. If we lead with leadership, clarity, courage, and unity, we can still 

shape the century ahead. If we fail, we risk ceding institutions to those who would replace 

freedom with control, transparency with secrecy, and opportunity with oppression. 

Let us not be remembered as the generation that hesitated. Let us be remembered as the 

generation that rose to the challenge—that recommitted to the principles that made us 

strong and built a transformational infrastructure of freedom for generations to come. 

Remember: Freedom is never free.   


