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Regulators announced on September 24 that prominent director Fang Xiao-
gang’s new film Youth was being pulled from theaters days before its planned 
release. No explanation was given, but observers cited the film’s focus on a 
People’s Liberation Army dance troupe during the Cultural Revolution and the 
proximity of its release date to the 19th Party Congress. Data from Hong Kong 
University’s Weiboscope project, which tracks deleted posts on the microblog-
ging platform Sina Weibo, reveal that over the following 48 hours, numerous 
posts about the film were deleted, typically less than three hours after being 
published. This image, taken from the film, was posted by user @guosongmin, who had 327,043 followers, and it was 
shared 253 times within five hours on September 25 before being deleted, along with a comment praising the film.
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Authoritarian rule in China poses a growing threat to democracy elsewhere.

As the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) prepares for its 19th Congress on October 
18, restrictions on day-to-day freedoms in the country are becoming more intrusive. 
But such interference by the one-party state has also been expanding outside China, 
and the two phenomena are not unrelated. A series of recent incidents and analy-
sis highlight both the depth of CCP influence operations overseas and the degree to 
which they are ultimately driven by domestic insecurities. 

Using a variety tactics, Beijing has over the past three months apparently managed 
to affect immigration policies in Egypt, a vote in the California legislature, elector-
al choices in New Zealand, and media accreditation at the United Nations. It also 
attempted to dictate government invitations in Botswana and the choice of com-
mencement speaker at a U.S. university. These cases may seem scattered, but there 
are reasons to suspect that something more systematic is taking place.

First, the topics and individuals that drew Beijing’s interest are each associated with 
an oppressed community within China.

In Egypt, for example, the authorities unexpectedly detained over 100 Uighur Mus-
lims, mostly university students who had valid residency permits. Several have 
since been deported back to China, while others fled to Turkey. In California, pres-
sure from the Chinese consulate seems to have led state lawmakers to block a 
resolution expressing concern about human rights and the persecution of the Falun 
Gong spiritual group in China. And Chinese diplomats have lobbied both Botswana’s 
government and the University of California in San Diego (UCSD) to cancel appear-
ances by Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama.

A former Chinese diplomat once referred to the Uighurs, Falun Gong, and Tibet-
ans—along with Chinese democracy advocates and supporters of Taiwanese in-
dependence—as the “five poisonous groups.” While these are all perennial targets, 
Beijing’s efforts to control news and information outside China have spread to other 
topics deemed detrimental to the CCP’s domestic legitimacy and unity, such as in-
vestigations into the wealth of party leaders’ relatives or allegations of wrongdoing 
aired by self-exiled billionaire Guo Wengui.

Second, the economic leverage that China has developed through years of engage-
ment in areas such as academic exchange, financial investment, and tourism is now 
being deployed to suppress democratic rights and undermine autonomous decision 
making in other countries.
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Implied threats of economic re-
percussions were at the center 
of letters sent by the Chinese 
consulate in San Francisco 
to dissuade California state 
legislators from passing the 
human rights resolution. The 
crackdown on Uighurs in Egypt 
has coincided with increased 
Sino-Egyptian security cooper-
ation, a visit to China in early 
September by President Abdel 
Fattah al-Sisi, and the signing of 
a memorandum of understand-
ing for Beijing to finance a $739 
million infrastructure project 
in Egypt. And after UCSD stuck 
to its invitation to the Dalai 
Lama to deliver a commence-
ment speech in June, the China Scholarship Council announced in September that it 
would not process any new applications to study at the California school. 

Third, the CCP’s individual acts of interference abroad often have effects that reach 
far beyond the immediate targets.

The China Scholarship Council’s decision on UCSD sends a signal to other univer-
sities that speaking engagements by high-profile critics of the Chinese government 
can have profound costs, both for the university itself and for prospective Chinese 
students and scholars. And when the United Nations’ media accreditation unit, un-
der suspected Chinese government influence, denied access for the New York–based 
New Tang Dynasty Television (NTD) to cover the UN General Assembly last month, 
millions of Chinese-speaking viewers in the United States, China, and elsewhere 
were deprived of an independent perspective on the gathering, including debates 
about North Korea and other issues of global importance. (Online rankings suggest 
that NTD is more popular in the United States than China’s state broadcaster, and 
Beijing has taken other measures to curb its influence.)

The NTD case is also part of a larger pattern of Chinese government efforts to si-
lence its critics at the United Nations. A September 5 Human Rights Watch report on 
the subject notes: “Taken individually, many of China’s actions against NGOs might 
be viewed as an annoyance or an irritant. But taken together, they amount to what 
appears to be a systematic attempt to subvert the ability of the UN human rights 
system to confront abuses in China and beyond.”

A scholarly study published on September 18 finds that the CCP’s foreign influence 
activities are widespread, part of a global strategy, and have accelerated under the 
leadership of President Xi Jinping. The report’s author, Anne-Marie Brady, details 

Political cartoon depicting the detention of Uighur students 
in Egypt, and in some cases their deportation, at the apparent 
behest of the Chinese government. 

Credit: Rebel Pepper/Radio Free Asia
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how the party’s United Front Work Department strives to “guide, buy, or coerce po-
litical influence” among both overseas Chinese communities and foreigners. These 
efforts date back decades, but China’s growing economic and geopolitical clout, as 
well as a deliberate policy of expansion under Xi, have translated into a far more 
powerful impact on other countries and their democratic institutions. According to 
Brady, the CCP’s influence operations “have the potential to undermine the sover-
eignty and integrity of the political system of targeted states.”

This danger is palpable even in well-established democracies. In New Zealand, for 
instance, a long-term effort by the CCP to influence Chinese-language media cover-
age and local politics in the ethnic Chinese community has reached the point that, 
according to one Chinese scholar commenting on the country’s September elec-
tions, “the Chinese community can only realistically aspire to political representa-
tion by its own members through individuals approved by Beijing.”

Beijing’s various initiatives to exercise influence abroad are often referred to in 
media and policy circles as examples of the country’s growing “soft power.” This 
characterization is misleading. The CCP is not just protecting or burnishing China’s 
international image or even its own. Rather, Chinese diplomats, party officials, and 
their proxies are aggressively meddling in democratic societies, damaging demo-
cratic and international institutions, and undermining human rights protection in 
foreign lands, even if a primary motivation is to combat what are ultimately domes-
tic challenges to CCP legitimacy.

It is critical that democratic governments and international organizations recognize 
the danger these trends pose, understand the complex factors involved, and learn 
how to identify the CCP’s footprint, especially when its actions undercut democratic 
norms such as media freedom, academic freedom, and transparency.

Absent a vigorous and coordinated response, the many Chinese citizens fighting for 
their rights at home will lose vital international support, and the rest of the world 
will be more thoroughly introduced to the fear, intimidation, and censorship so 
common in China under the CCP’s authoritarian rule.

As the 19th Chinese Communist Party (CCP) Congress approaches on October 18, 
its shadow over the internet and news media has grown darker, and security in 
Beijing and across the country is ramping up. Held every five years, the gathering 
is typically preceded by heightened and unusual security measures. This congress 
is especially sensitive: In addition to changes to the CCP constitution, its decisions 
may signal Xi Jinping’s intent to stay on as general secretary beyond the customary 
10-year stint.

IN THE NEWS
Content restrictions, security measures herald 19th  
Party Congress
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Implementation of a new Cybersecurity Law, which came into effect on June 1, is putting 
increasing pressure on technology firms, fueling “innovations” in censorship at China’s 
major internet companies. In-house censorship has long consisted of human staffers and 
automated systems, and both are in greater demand, but online platforms are now turn-
ing to individual users to police one another as well. David Bandurski of the China Media 
Project characterizes this trend as the construction of a “Great Hive of firewalls around 
the individual,” with the user called upon to help put up those walls.

Acting on the new law, on September 25 the Cyberspace Administration of China an-
nounced that it had concluded an investigation of Tencent, Baidu, and Sina Weibo and 

State pressure on private firms fuels censorship  
innovation

Recent congress-related restrictions include the following:

• Thousands of police officers have arrived in Beijing to reinforce security, with many 
of them dispatched to patrol government buildings and check IDs in the subway in 
order to deal swiftly with petitioners.

• Foreigners are barred from entering Tibet until October 29.
• Tibetan monks and nuns in Qinghai Province have been warned not to read or share 

“illegal content” on social media.
• Reposts of a Xinhua news brief stating that the CCP constitution will be amended at 

the 19th Party Congress were scrubbed from social media in an apparent attempt to 
limit online commentary and speculation about potential changes to the document.

• The popular talk show Behind the Headlines (Qiang Qiang San Ren Xing 锵锵三人行) 
was taken off the air on September 12 after 19 years of continuous broadcast. Pro-
duced by Hong Kong–based Phoenix TV, the show’s relatively open debate between 
each weekday’s two guests was a draw for mainlanders. Despite Phoenix’s efforts to 
appease censors and more closely toe the party line, the show appears to be a casu-
alty of a crackdown on streaming content announced in June by the State Admin-
istration of Press, Publication, Radio, Film, and Television (SAPPRFT), as well as CCP 
factional infighting.

Since assuming the office of general secretary at the 18th Party Congress in 2012, Xi has 
worked steadily to consolidate his power through an anticorruption campaign, which 
appears to be as focused on defanging political opponents as on rooting out graft. Former 
Chongqing party secretary Sun Zhengcai, who has been under investigation for corrup-
tion since July, was expelled from the party on September 30. That same day, five other 
Chongqing officials were disinvited from the party congress. Indeed, a major motivation 
for the security measures and censorship leading up to this year’s congress may be the 
need to hide backstage factional struggles, as opposed to ordinary “stability mainte-
nance.” The censorship apparatus is hard at work suppressing leaks and “rumors” about 
the party leadership, including a torrent of claims being posted online by Guo Wengui, 
the Chinese tycoon who has sought asylum in the United States.
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• WhatsApp blocked again: Access to the popular encrypted messaging app was cut 
off in China on September 26. The South China Morning Post found that text ser-
vice was back up the next day, but that users still could not send images or make 
voice calls. Neither WhatsApp nor its parent company, Facebook, responded to the 
paper’s requests for comment. WhatsApp was also blocked on July 18, but the lat-
est incident suggests a new level of sophistication in censorship, with technology 
that can disrupt services offering end-to-end encryption. Telegram and Signal are 
already blocked, leaving Chinese users who want to protect their communications 
with no option other than virtual private networks (VPNs), access to which is also 
becoming increasingly difficult. Some suspect that the WhatsApp disruption is part 
of the central government’s heightened internet policing ahead of the 19th Party 
Congress on October 18, as well as an attempt to push users onto the Chinese firm 
Tencent’s ubiquitous—and closely monitored—messaging service WeChat. 

• Rights websites and reporters targeted: Several activists involved with reporting 
human rights abuses have been detained in the run-up to the 19th Party Congress. 
Zhen Jianghua, executive director of the advocacy platform Human Rights Cam-

Censorship updates: WhatsApp blocked, rights  
websites targeted, scholars pressured

found that the three failed to adequately manage violence, pornography, and other 
banned content on their sites. They will each be charged the “maximum fine” of RMB 
500,000 ($76,000)—a drop in the bucket for these leading companies, but symbolic none-
theless. The move signals that the authorities are intent on enforcing content restric-
tions, including politically motivated ones, and demonstrates to smaller firms that lax 
censorship could yield a potentially debilitating fine.

Days after the CAC’s decision, Sina Weibo posted a call for 1,000 volunteer “supervisors” 
to report fellow users who post “sexual, illegal, or harmful” content. Supervisors who 
report at least 200 posts per month will receive a stipend of RMB 200 ($30), while the 
most active supervisors will be eligible to win laptops, domestic-brand smartphones, 
and iPhones.

Full-time censors are also finding plenty of employment. An in-depth Reuters article on 
September 29 profiled the censorship operation at the news app Toutiao. Over the past 
year, the number of censors at its “auditing” office in Tianjin has jumped from 30 or 40 
to nearly 1,000. The company, which has been trying to raise $2 billion in new invest-
ment, said in a statement that it is developing “sophisticated AI [artificial intelligence] 
tools and stringent content management process” to weed out undesirable content. The 
firm recruits recent university graduates who follow the news and are “politically savvy” 
and attuned to the requirements of “internet regulation.” Censors reported rooting out 
political criticism, nicknames for state leaders, mentions of banned religious groups, 
and references to the 1989 crackdown on Tiananmen Square protesters, as well as con-
tent related to violence, drug addiction, and extramarital affairs. 
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Hong Kong: Free speech battle on campuses, anticom-
munist magazines close

The academic year in Hong Kong began with a battle over free speech on university campus-
es, as pro- and anti-independence students faced off over posters declaring their stances. At 
the Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK), banners with the slogan “HK INDEPENDENCE” 
appeared in several campus locations. The university removed them, claiming they “violated 
Hong Kong’s laws.” (There is no such law in Hong Kong.) In response, signs in support of inde-
pendence and the CUHK Student Union sprang up across CUHK and other city universities.

paign in China, was taken by police from his home on September 1 for allegedly “in-
citing subversion of state power.” He remains detained incommunicado. Civil Rights 
and People’s Livelihood Watch editor Ding Lingjie went missing toward the end of the 
month and is believed to be under arrest. Ding’s colleague Shi Yulin was placed un-
der surveillance. In Yunnan Province, a Dali court upheld blogger Lu Yuyu’s four-year 
prison sentence for “picking quarrels and provoking troubles” after hearing Lu’s ap-
peal. Meanwhile, reporters for the shuttered website 64 Tianwang have been targeted 
since the summer. Journalist Yang Xiuqiong was detained in June on suspicion of “re-
vealing state secrets,” while Li Zhaoxiu, a volunteer for Tianwang, was seized on Sep-
tember 17 from the hospital where she was awaiting surgery. Huang Qi, the website’s 
founder, has been in detention since last November, and his health has seriously de-
clined in custody. Fearing that her son could soon die, Huang’s elderly mother posted 
a video, and later an open letter, calling on the government to release him. Huang’s 
lawyer was denied a visit with his client on September 5. In recent years, these activ-
ists’ websites and blogs emerged as important clearinghouses of difficult-to-obtain 
information on daily abuses and protests, offering updates to lawyers, human rights 
defenders, foreign journalists, diplomats, and other observers. The detentions leave 
notable gaps in available knowledge on tensions in Chinese society. 

• Academics under pressure: In response to a June inspection that found 14 universities 
across China “too weak in their political work,” several on the list of poor perform-
ers are now encouraging faculty and students to produce content in line with “core 
socialist values” for publication on news sites. According to a notice from Zhejiang 
University, articles, animations, or videos promoting “correct thinking” that are pub-
lished by national- or provincial-level newspapers and widely shared will be given 
credit as academic publications. Under this policy, the politics of a faculty member 
will be “central” in performance evaluation. Professors who fail to fall in line are 
increasingly forced out of Chinese academia. Among the intellectual refugees is Qiao 
Mu, formerly at Beijing Foreign Studies University, who recently left with his daugh-
ter for the United States after years of determination to remain in China despite the 
difficult political environment. Responding to a Guardian piece on his departure, 
Qiao defended his change of heart, saying he had to leave to support his family. “To 
be forced out of your beloved homeland, your familiar culture, your cherished uni-
versity, and to arrive at the age of 47 in a strange place—this is an anguish I can’t 
begin to describe.”
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• New Zealand: China’s political influence in New Zealand emerged as a topic of pub-
lic debate ahead of general elections held on September 23. A joint investigation by 
the Financial Times and New Zealand’s Newsroom revealed that member of Parlia-
ment Yang Jian had spent over a decade in China teaching at a military academy 
and receiving training at “spy schools.” Yang, who was elected in 2011, has denied 
the allegations, while Prime Minister Bill English has not confirmed whether New 
Zealand intelligence agencies have investigated Yang. The news broke just before 
Wilson Center Fellow Anne-Marie Brady released a report on China’s push to influ-
ence New Zealand media and politics, including through partnerships and merg-
ers with local media, especially Chinese-language outlets. Providing free content 
to partner media outlets and hiring foreigners to toe the party line are all part of 
a strategy to “make the CCP’s message the loudest of our times,” the report finds. 
Brady notes that China considers its relationship with New Zealand to be “a model 
to other Western countries.”  

• Australia: Following a series of high-profile media investigations on Chinese med-
dling in Australian politics and society, the country is considering introducing for-

BEYOND CHINA 
Beijing’s influence felt in key democracies, interna-
tional institutions

A video that soon went viral showed a mainland Chinese student at CUHK tearing down 
pro-independence posters from the university’s Democracy Wall, a type of bulletin 
board present at several other Hong Kong universities. In other cases, pro-independence 
signs disappeared shortly after they were posted, or were covered by anti-independence 
signs written in mainland-style simplified characters. At CUHK, the student union set 
up a guard booth under one of the banners.

Some of the confrontations got ugly and spread beyond campus boundaries. On Sep-
tember 17, at a rally calling for the dismissal of lecturer Benny Tai, who cofounded the 
prodemocracy Occupy Central movement, a district councilor warned on stage that 
anyone who advocates Hong Kong independence “must be killed,” to which a group of 
pro-Beijing activists that included Legislative Council member Junius Ho responded 
“without mercy.” After a public and political backlash against the violent language, Ho 
apologized for “any misunderstanding” in a television interview. 

Separately, the Hong Kong media landscape lost another voice that was critical of Bei-
jing. In its October 1 issue, the anticommunist magazine Cheng Ming (爭鳴) announced 
that both it and its sister publication Trend (動向) will cease publication. Cheng Ming 
was founded in 1977 by Wen Hui, who came to Hong Kong in the 1940s and worked for 
Chinese news agencies until the Cultural Revolution. Wen started Trend in 1978. It is un-
clear why the magazines are shutting down now, but there are unconfirmed reports that 
Wen, who moved to the United States in 1997, has passed away at the age of 96, and 
that his family does not want to continue running the financially struggling journals.
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eign agent laws similar to those in the United States to counteract interference in 
political parties on behalf of foreign governments. The CCP appears to be engaged 
in various activities related to elections and political engagement, including covert 
lobbying, organizing protesters to cheer a visiting Chinese official, and authorizing 
the party-aligned Australian Council for the Promotion of the Peaceful Reunification 
of China to contest local council elections in New South Wales. Australian universi-
ties are also grappling with concerns over Chinese government influence, including 
recent incidents in which Chinese students have argued with faculty and other stu-
dents over perceived slights to China’s sovereignty. At the think tank China Matters, 
Bates Gill and Linda Jackobson recommend a coordinated effort among major uni-
versities to develop policies that better integrate Chinese students into Australian 
society and resist Chinese official demands to change lecture content, while also 
alleviating universities’ financial reliance on overseas students’ tuition. 

• Canada: The Chinese-language Canadian paper Global Chinese Press fired editor 
in chief Lei Jin after he tried to publish an obituary for Liu Xiaobo, the Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate who died in state custody in China on July 13. Lei has now filed a 
complaint with British Columbia’s Human Rights Tribunal, claiming that pressure 
from Beijing led to his dismissal. Many other Chinese-Canadian journalists and 
media professionals also report feeling the weight of Chinese influence, as they find 
it increasingly difficult to publish opinions that are critical of the CCP. 

• United Nations: China is actively eroding UN human rights mechanisms, and the 
United Nations is increasingly capitulating to China’s demands, according to a 
report by Human Rights Watch released on September 5. China has blocked several 
prominent nongovernmental organizations and individual human rights activists 
from receiving UN accreditation. The Committee to Protect Journalists was only ac-
credited in 2016, after four years of deferrals on its application due to the objection 
of China. Media outlets are targets as well. On September 21, the United Nations in-
formed a reporter for U.S.-based New Tang Dynasty TV that his application to cover 
the General Assembly in New York had been denied. There is reason to believe that 
the rejection was rooted in China’s objections to the station, which was founded by 
Falun Gong practitioners and often reports on human rights abuses in China and 
other politically sensitive topics. 

• World Trade Organization: In a document published on September 26, the United 
States asked China to postpone full implementation of the Cybersecurity Law and 
warned World Trade Organization (WTO) member states that the law’s new require-
ments for data storage and transfer will hobble trade. Provisions of the law set to 
take effect by the end of 2018 require foreign companies to submit data for security 
checks and to store Chinese users’ data on domestic Chinese servers. Washington 
argues that this “would restrict even routine transfers of information, fundamental 
to any modern business.” The WTO communication asks China to refrain from im-
plementing these aspects of the law until it has addressed the potential negative ef-
fects on trade. China may argue that its law pertains to national security, not trade. 
In an October 4 hearing, U.S. business groups told the Office of the U.S. Trade Repre-
sentative that WTO regulations are not doing enough to rein in Beijing’s abuses.
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FEATURED PRISONER 
Atikem Rozi

Rozi, now 25, was a student at Central 
Nationalities University of China in Beijing 
when she was taken into custody in January 
2014. An ethnic Uighur, she was one of sev-
en students of Uighur scholar Ilham Tohti 
who were jailed for their alleged work on 
the Uighur-language website Uighur Online 
after Tohti himself was sentenced to life im-
prisonment. Rozi was tried on “separatism” 
charges in November 2014 and sentenced 
to prison the following month. The precise 
length of her sentence remains unclear, but 
it is believed to be between three and eight 
years. No information about her treatment 
or situation since then has reached the in-
ternational community. 

Prior to her detention, Rozi was an active 
social media user, posting messages in English, Chinese, and Uighur, including occa-
sional links to articles on Uighur Online and expressions of admiration for Ilham Tohti 
as “the conscience of the Uighur people.” A profile in Foreign Policy notes that “online, 
Rozi comes across as both sweet and tough, posting photos of herself with a flower by 
her face but also complaining bitterly about being denied a passport.” The passport 
complaints gained national attention at the time as an example of the discrimination 
faced by China’s ethnic minorities, but they also prompted the police to interrogate 
Rozi and her mother in February 2013. 
 
Another notable set of posts were related to the disappearance into detention of her 
boyfriend, Mutellip Imin, in 2013. Although he was later released, Imin was detained 
again in January 2014 and sentenced along with Rozi and the other five Tohti students 
in late 2014. Either Rozi or Imin could be among those who received three-year sen-
tences, meaning their possible release date is approaching, or has already passed if 
they are credited with time served in pretrial detention. Reprisals against young Ui-
ghurs for nonviolent online activities continue, but renewed international requests for 
information about Rozi’s fate could help ensure her safety and freedom. 
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• Eased controls after 19th Party Congress: Several of the restrictive measures 
implemented in recent months are likely to have long-lasting effects, but some 
loosening is often evident after the conclusion of major political events. Watch 
for which recent curbs on free expression are temporary and which—such as 
the block on WhatsApp, increased deletions on social media platforms, and 
greater risk of arrest for ordinary netizens—remain in place.  

• Press accreditation for online media in Hong Kong: On September 19, Hong 
Kong chief executive Carrie Lam told reporters that journalists with online 
outlets will be allowed to attend government press conferences, changing a 
long-standing policy after a sustained advocacy campaign. While the news 
was welcomed by press freedom groups, the qualifications needed to obtain 
credentials have yet to be specified. As several online media outlets are known 
for their critical coverage of both the Chinese and Hong Kong governments, 
watch for whether websites like Hong Kong Free Press, InMedia HK, and others 
are indeed able to obtain accreditation.  

• Verdict in Taiwanese activist case: On September 11, Lee Ming-che was put on 
trial in Hunan Province on charges of “inciting others to subvert state power 
and overthrow the socialist system” for criticizing China’s authoritarian re-
gime and expressing support for multiparty democracy in his postings on so-
cial media platforms, particularly while he was in Taiwan. Lee was taken into 
custody in March and held incommunicado for months. His prosecution—and 
televised court confession—is the first of its kind involving a Taiwanese citi-
zen. Watch for the announcement of his verdict and sentence in the coming 
weeks, as well as any chilling effect his prosecution may have on Taiwanese 
civil society. A harsh punishment will bode ill for cross-strait relations, while a 
more lenient one would signal that international pressure and advocacy on his 
behalf had an impact.

WHAT TO WATCH FOR
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• For archives, go to: www.freedomhouse.org/China-media

• For additional information on human rights and free expression in China, see: Freedom in the World 2017, 
Freedom of the Press 2017, Freedom on the Net 2016, and The Battle for China’s Spirit: Religious Revival, 
Repression, and Resistance under Xi Jinping

For more information

TAKE ACTION
• Subscribe to the China Media Bulletin: Have the bulletin’s updates and insights delivered di-

rectly to your inbox each month, free of charge. Visit here or e-mail cmb@freedomhouse.org. 

• Share the China Media Bulletin: Help friends and colleagues better understand China’s 

changing media and censorship landscape. 

• Access uncensored content: Find an overview comparing popular circumvention tools and 

information on how to access them via GreatFire.org, here or here. 

• Support a prisoner: A Chinese website founder, a human rights lawyer, and a Uighur 

woman who studied abroad are being held in China for exercising basic rights, and are the 

subject of international letter-writing campaigns. Visit the relevant link to add your voice 

on behalf of Zhen Jianghua, Gao Zhisheng, and Buzainafu Abudourexiti.
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