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FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 2017: Press Freedom's Dark Horizon

Spying on the press

A number of states around the world have long
been known to conduct surveillance on media
professionals. China, Ethiopia, Iran, and Syria are
among the many staunchly autocratic countries
where physical and online monitoring is a fact of
life for journalists, intended in part to intimidate
the media and suppress critical coverage. Howev-
er, the issue of surveillance has shaken the press
corps in a number of democratic countries as well.

In Serbia, the progovernment tabloid Informer ran
an article containing details of an independent
reporter's unpublished investigation, leading local
media advocates to suspect that the government
may be not just monitoring journalists but also
sharing intelligence with progovernment outlets.

In the most surprising case of 2016, media outlets
and watchdogs in Canada published evidence,
stretching back to 2007, that Quebec police were
monitoring several journalists—including for an
investigation into sources of negative information
about the police themselves. The revelations have
raised concerns about a country that is often held
up as a leading example for the protection of civil
liberties. Although Quebec officials have launched
an inquiry into the many reports of police surveil-
lance, there is no indication that the Canadian
government is ready to address the underlying

continue their harsh criticism of factual reporting and
take other actions that pose a threat to the U.S. con-
stitution's First Amendment, Washington's ability to
apply normative pressure to media freedom violators
around the world will suffer.

It will be just as difficult for the EU to play a leading
global advocacy role. The rise of Euroskeptic populist
parties and the United Kingdom'’s vote to withdraw
from the bloc have left the EU in an existential crisis,
and its struggle to respond effectively to restrictions
on press freedom in Hungary and Poland undermine
its ability to uphold democratic standards farther
afield. The EU's silence in the face of violations in pro-

conflict between privacy rights and the powers of
security agencies.

Canada is not the only democracy facing this prob-
lem. In the United States, despite the 2015 USA
Freedom Act's ban on bulk collection of Americans’
telephone and internet metadata by the govern-
ment, the authorities retain significant surveillance
powers. Amid growing concerns over terrorism,
many major democracies, including Britain, France,
and Germany, have recently passed laws that tip
the balance in favor of eavesdroppers and lack
sufficient oversight mechanisms and safeguards
against abuse.

Intrusive monitoring—or even the legal threat

of it—impairs newsgathering, in part by compro-
mising the security of communications between
reporters and their sources. But on a more fun-
damental level, it inverts the normal and proper
relationship between the government and the
press in a democratic society. The media play a
vital role in scrutinizing government performance,
ensuring transparency, and holding public offi-
cials accountable. By using the resources of the
state to peer into the work of media professionals,
authorities can upend this dynamic, undermining
journalists” ability to keep the public informed and
the government in check.

spective member states in the Balkans is an import-
ant example of its diminished influence.

A number of democracies, including individual EU
member states, continue to safeguard the principles of
media independence and exert a positive soft-power
influence beyond their borders, but they cannot fill a
void left by the United States and the EU as a whole.
Without the traditional pressure from those two pow-
ers, undemocratic governments will have far less incen-
tive to heed the warnings of press freedom advocates.
The global flow of accurate news and information will
consequently weaken, and citizens, businesses, and
policymakers in all countries will pay the price.

“The vultures, pretending to be journalists...”

President Rodrigo Duterte, Philippines
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Regional Trends

Middle East and North Africa

Threats and economic woes curb media operations

The Middle East and North Africa continues to be the
world’s second-worst region for press freedom, ahead
of Eurasia. In 2016, journalists and media entities in
countries such as Algeria, Bahrain, Iran, Morocco,
and the United Arab Emirates suffered from the
chilling effects of harassment, threats, and attacks,
particularly regarding critical coverage of government
officials. Meanwhile, the ongoing conflicts in Iraq,
Syria, and Yemen made them the world's deadliest
places for journalists, and economic hardships led

to the closure of news outlets in countries including
Lebanon and Tunisia.

Egyptian authorities restricted journalistic freedom
in part through gag orders and censorship practices
that suppressed criticism of President Abdel Fattah
al-Sisi and other high-ranking officials. The military's
influence on news channels was apparent, with
observers noting that the private media no longer
had any level of independence, and organizations
focused on protecting journalists' rights faced legal
prosecutions and harassment from security forces.

In Jordan, the highly publicized arrest of writer Nahed
Hattar for posting an allegedly blasphemous cartoon

on Facebook made him a target for vigilante justice,

and he was assassinated after receiving hundreds

of death threats. The case raised questions about

the government's ability and willingness to protect
journalists and freedom of expression in general. Also
during the year, Jordanian journalists repeatedly received
orders from a regulatory body to restrict what they wrote
about the royal family and other sensitive subjects.

Tunisia's attempts to build a stable democracy with

a free press were hampered by ongoing security
concerns, the president's rhetorical attacks on

the media, and a rise in police interference with
journalists’ work, particularly in connection with
protests. The media sector also suffered from a weak
economy, with some media outlets forced to shut
down and hundreds of journalists either laid off or
obliged to work without regular payment.

Yemen's media environment has become increasingly
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polarized since the civil war began in 2015, as most
journalists must align their reporting with one of the
rival governments, stop working, or flee the country.
At least six journalists were killed in Yemen during
2016, and at least nine were forcibly disappeared. In
addition to the lethal dangers of working in a conflict
zone, reporters had to contend with raids and arbitrary
detentions by whichever de facto authority controlled
a given area.

www.freedomhouse.org
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Asia-Pacific

Defamation laws invoked to deter online criticism

Governments and powerful individuals in many

Asian countries used defamation laws and related
criminal provisions to punish criticism in the media
during 2016, devoting greater attention to unfavorable
commentary on social media in particular. The rising
pressure on such alternative platforms was troubling
given the shortage of independent reporting from the
mainstream press in these countries.

The Chinese authorities imposed some of the region’s
harshest penalties for online criticism, as censors
focused more on the reputation of the Communist
Party leadership than in previous years. One activist in
Xinjiang, Zhang Haitao, was sentenced to 19 years in
prison for repeatedly critiquing party policies on social
media and providing information to overseas outlets.
Overall, at least 111 journalists, bloggers, Tibetans,
Uighurs, and Falun Gong practitioners were sentenced
to prison in 2016, most of them for accessing or sharing
information online or via social media. The government
also tightened restrictions on news production by

web portals and blocked additional foreign websites
and applications, while major Chinese social media
platforms intensified their own internal censorship of
politically sensitive content.

A marked increase in defamation cases was reported
in Myanmar under the new government led by

Aung San Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy
(NLD). Journalists and others faced prosecution

and imprisonment under antiquated penal code
provisions as well as a 2013 Telecommunications Law
covering online content. Activists seeking a revision of
the law found that at least 38 cases were filed under
its provisions during 2016, compared with seven from
2013 to 2015. The increased use of the law against
government critics and even ordinary social media
users called into question the NLD's commitment to
freedom of expression.

The authorities in Cambodia stepped up monitoring of
social media activity ahead of local and national elections
in 2017 and 2018, pursuing criminal cases against both
prominent figures and ordinary users whose comments
were considered politically sensitive. In neighboring

Laos, where the ruling party is wary of growing social
media use by the youth population, three citizens were
arrested under a 2014 decree banning online criticism
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of the government when they returned home to renew
their passports, having posted the content in question on
Facebook while working abroad in Thailand.

Even as prosecutions under existing laws continued
across the region, some countries adopted new
measures to crack down on critical material. The
Maldives passed a sweeping law that criminalized
defamation and can also be used to force journalists
to reveal their sources. Pakistan adopted a cybercrime
law that grants the Telecommunications Authority
broad discretion to block or remove virtually any
content based on vague criteria such as “public order”
and “the interest of the glory of Islam.”
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Eurasia

Governments
demonstrate disdain
for media autonomy

The autocratic regimes at the core of Eurasia, the
worst-performing region in the world for press free-
dom, maintained an iron grip on major news media in
their countries during 2016, leaving few avenues for
free expression. While little changed in the Central
Asian states, the governments of Azerbaijan and Rus-
sia did not hesitate to tighten constraints around the
remaining pockets of critical journalism.

RBC, one of Russias last independent media groups,
came under fire after covering apparent corruption
involving the family and associates of President Putin.
Three RBC editors were pushed out of their positions
amid signs of Kremlin pressure on the company’s
owner, then replaced by recruits from the state-owned
TASS news agency—a clear reminder of the redlines
on reporting about Russias ruling elites.

In Azerbaijan, the regime of President llham Aliyev
gave no sign that it was easing its years-long cam-
paign against independent media and freedom of ex-
pression advocates. Authorities periodically blocked
the websites of several prominent news outlets,
among them Meydan TV and Radio Free Europe/Radio
Liberty. The leadership also demonstrated the extent
of its editorial control by taking the progovernment
television station ANS off the air due to its plan to
broadcast statements by the exiled Turkish cleric
Fethullah Gilen, which the authorities said would be
a "provocation” meant to damage relations between
Baku and Ankara. The outlet's history of political loyal-
ty seems to have carried little weight in the face of the
Aliyev government’s mounting economic and diplo-
matic insecurities.

Even in the more democratic states of the region,
officials’ attitudes toward the media remain alarming.
Security forces in Armenia showed their lack of re-
spect for the press during another summer of mass
protests, brutally assaulting several journalists who
were covering the gatherings.

Meanwhile, faced with Kremlin-controlled outlets that
disseminate disinformation, undermine the legitimacy
of Ukrainian institutions, and exacerbate Ukraine's
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security crisis, Kyiv has turned to restrictions, limiting
access to numerous Russian outlets and denying en-
try to dozens of Russian journalists. One of the most
troubling prohibitions came in early 2017, when the
National Radio and Television Council banned cable
transmission of the independent Russian television
station Dozhd under Ukraine's media laws after it used
a map depicting Crimea as part of Russia—as required
under Russian law. The conflict in eastern Ukraine and
Russia’s illegal occupation of Crimea are unlikely to

be resolved quickly or easily, meaning the Ukrainian
authorities’ willingness and quickness to compromise
the free flow of information in the name of national
security could erode press freedom in the country in
the years to come.

PARTLY FREE

www.freedomhouse.org
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Sub-Saharan Africa

Press freedom suffers
as embattled leaders
cling to power

Major countries across sub-Saharan Africa experienced
declines in 2016, as press freedom suffered from the ef-
fects of ongoing social and political unrest, election-re-
lated crackdowns, or increasingly repressive leaders.

Security forces in South Sudan intensified scrutiny of
the media as the civil conflict dragged on, arresting
journalists who questioned the government or reported
on rights abuses. Security agents also deployed to
printing sites to halt the publication of certain articles.
The combination of such direct censorship and self-
censorship motivated by harassment and fear of arrest
has left citizens with a growing information vacuum.

In the Democratic Republic of Congo, where President
Joseph Kabilas attempts to remain in office beyond his
mandate triggered a political crisis, authorities interfered
with the operations of independent and foreign media
outlets including the UN-operated Radio Okapi and
Radio France Internationale. Security forces arrested or
assaulted journalists covering opposition protests and
citizen-led movements. The brutal murder of Marcel
Lubala Kalala, a journalist with the state-owned Radio
Télévision Nationale Congolaise, shocked the country in
November; press freedom advocates reported that his
killers had been dressed in military uniforms.

New Tanzanian president John Magufuli pursued a
popular campaign to wipe out corruption, but his
government also showed a worrying intolerance for
criticism in the press and social media, including by
launching defamation prosecutions under the 2015
Cybercrimes Act and passing a problematic Media
Services Act. At least 10 people had been charged
with insulting the president under the Cybercrimes
Act by the end of 2016. Police seeking information on
similar online comments also arrested and charged
Maxence Melo, the cofounder of Jamii Forums, a
popular online discussion portal that is often used to
disseminate information about corruption and other
controversial issues.

The media in Burundi, in the aftermath of a violent
government crackdown on independent outlets in
2015, have settled into an atmosphere of pervasive self-
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censorship. The government in early 2016 permitted a
handful of previously shuttered broadcasters to reopen
if they agreed to a new rule mandating “balanced and
objective” coverage, but a slew of suspensions and
restrictions later in the year reinforced the message
that outlets must stick to safe topics if they want to
remain in business.

Wy
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In Zimbabwe, the ruling party sought to shut down
reporting on a new popular protest movement, with
police beating and arresting those who covered the
demonstrations. And in Zambia, the ruling Patriotic
Front interfered with critical coverage both before and
after August general elections, arresting journalists on
spurious charges that were frequently dropped once
the case reached the courts.
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Americas

Journalists plagued by violence, legal harassment

Journalists in the Americas faced an increase in
violence, lawsuits, and police interference in 2016.

Bolivia experienced severe setbacks for press
freedom, adding to gradual deterioration over the
past decade. The administration of President Evo
Morales targeted critical journalists with threats of
prosecution and accused three media outlets that
covered a corruption case against him of forming
a “cartel of lies.” Two reporters fled abroad to avoid
possible detention, and authorities repeatedly
attempted to silence a critical radio journalist
through regulatory and other interference. Morales
appeared especially irked by the “no” vote on a
referendum that would have allowed him to run for
another term in 2019, an outcome that he blamed on
the press.

The pattern of extreme violence against journalists

in several Latin American countries continued
unabated in 2016. Brazil, Colombia, Honduras, and
Mexico remain among the world's most dangerous
places for journalists, and all face ongoing challenges
in investigating and prosecuting these crimes. The
number of murders in Mexico rose, according to
some sources, especially for reporters covering police

abuses, drug trafficking, and governmental corruption.

While El Salvador has traditionally had less violence
against journalists despite its high overall homicide
rate, intimidation of the media has increased there as
well. Protection mechanisms have been put in place
in a number of countries, but their effectiveness is
still limited by problems such as bureaucratic rivalries,
insufficient funding, and lack of training.

In a new development in Brazil, a series of nearly 50
lawsuits were filed against five reporters who had
worked on articles revealing the suspiciously high
earnings of members of the judiciary in Parané State.
The lawsuits were apparently coordinated, using
similar language, but were spread out geographically,
forcing the journalists to spend considerable
resources traveling between the courts. In
Venezuela, the general collapse of the economy and
unchecked crime affected the media in a variety

of ways, including armed robberies of journalists,
chronic shortages of newsprint, and basic financial
difficulties.
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Although Cuba remains one of the most closed
media environments in the world, several new news
websites emerged on the island in 2016, and the more
established outlets expanded their reach. In response,
authorities stepped up arrests and intimidation

of critical journalists, seizing their materials and
preventing some from traveling abroad to trainings

or conferences. However, the regime was unable to
prevent an improvement in the range and quality of
information available.

www.freedomhouse.org
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Europe

Politicians erode respect for free press

Government officials and politicians in countries
across Europe displayed varying levels of contempt for
the media in 2016, encouraging the perception of crit-
ical journalists as political enemies and opening the
door to broader harassment.

Such hostility was worryingly apparent in Germany as
it prepared for federal elections in late 2017. Far-right
figures branded journalists covering their activities
with the charged term “Liigenpresse,” or “lying press.”
Meanwhile, Slovakia's prime minister deemed critical
journalists “dirty” and “anti-Slovak.” In the Netherlands,
anti-immigration politician Geert Wilders openly
emulated Donald Trump's strategy of bypassing main-
stream media and disseminating his inflammatory
views to the public via Twitter.

Officials in some EU member states hampered jour-
nalists  access to elected representatives and govern-
ment functions. Austria's chancellor ceased holding
weekly press conferences, and authorities sought to
bar reporters from entering the parliament in Hungary
and Poland. Officials in Montenegro, an EU candidate,
excluded photographers and videographers from a
discussion in its parliament last summer, reportedly
marking the country’s first such ban.

Political leaders in other Western Balkan countries
placed greater pressure on independent media,
apparently emboldened by the EU’s flagging commit-
ment to enforcing democratic standards among as-
piring member states. In Macedonia, the ruling party
wielded considerable control over the news cycle
through the public broadcaster and friendly private
outlets, and reporters risked attacks while covering
antigovernment protests, including by police. Serbi-
an officials intensified efforts to paint investigative
outlets as foreign-backed provocateurs. And reports
emerged that Kosovo's prime minister phoned a re-
porter to threaten him over an article, contributing
to a sense that officials have little regard for media
freedom. A chilling effect among critical journalists,
coupled with a more passive EU, has created new op-
portunities for Russia's Balkan-based media outlets,
which promote themes of shared Slavic history and
culture as well as conspiracy theories about threats
posed by NATO.
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Shannon O'Toole, Sarah Repucci, and Tyler Roylance.
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Notable gains and declines in 2016

The following reflect developments of major significance or concern in 2016.

Gains:

Argentina improved due to a less hostile environ-
ment for the media under the Macri administration,
including reductions in intimidation of journal-

ists and government manipulation of the media
through advertising.

Afghanistan improved due to recent legal changes
that illustrate the current administration’s more
favorable stance on media independence, as well as
long-term growth in the diversity of private media,
though the deteriorating security environment fur-
ther restricted journalists’ ability to operate safely
throughout the country.

Declines:

Democratic Republic of Congo declined due to
developments related to delayed national elections
and resulting protests, including a government de-
cree that cut broadcasting signals to target critical
outlets and an increase in attacks on and arrests of
journalists.

Ethiopia declined due a crackdown on independent
media throughout the year amid widespread pro-
tests, as well as the October declaration of a state of
emergency that blocked access to media, including
social media, and obstructed the work of journalists.

Hong Kong declined due to increased mainland in-
terference in local media as well as multiple attacks
on journalists during demonstrations.

Hungary declined because independent media
have been squeezed out of the market, partly
through the acquisition and creation of outlets by
presumed government allies.

India declined due to violent reprisals against jour-
nalists as well as government blocking of internet
service and halting of printing presses in the restive
Kashmir Valley.

Israel declined due to unprecedented personal at-
tacks by the prime minister on leading investigative
journalists, which contributed to a hostile environ-
ment for the press.

Macedonia declined because the ruling party
increased its control over the news cycle through a
new television station, and due to a rise in physical
obstruction of or attacks against journalists.

Malaysia declined due to the government's legal,
economic, and other pressure on independent out-
lets covering the 1IMDB corruption scandal, one of
which closed after authorities blocked its website.

Maldives declined as the government further tight-
ened its control of the media, including through
the passage of new legislation that criminalizes
defamation. Combined with ongoing police harass-
ment and arbitrary arrests, the law contributed to
increased self-censorship among journalists.

Poland declined due to government intolerance
toward independent or critical reporting, excessive
political interference in the affairs of public media,
and restrictions on speech regarding Polish history
and identity, which have collectively contributed to
increased self-censorship and polarization.

Serbia declined due to a heightened government
campaign to discredit unfriendly media outlets and
a purge of the staff of a provincial public broadcast-
er after the national ruling party won elections in
the province.

Tanzania declined due to restrictive legislation, in-
cluding the Cybercrime Act and the Media Services
Act, and the resulting prosecution and imprison-
ment of journalists and bloggers.

Tunisia declined due to growing government hostili-
ty toward the media, illustrated by insults and verbal
attacks against journalists and media institutions,
and a weakening economy that resulted in layoffs or
unpaid salaries for hundreds of journalists.

Turkey declined due to multiple repressive mea-
sures following the July coup attempt, including
increased censorship, closures of critical and
independent media outlets, mass cancelation of
journalists' licenses, and a sharp rise in arbitrary
detentions of and violence against journalists.

www.freedomhouse.org
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Regional Rankings

Of the 199 countries and territories assessed for 2016, a total of 61 (31 percent) were rated Free, 72 (36 percent)
were rated Partly Free, and 66 (33 percent) were rated Not Free. This balance marks a slight shift toward the Partly
Free category compared with the edition covering 2015, which featured 62 Free, 71 Partly Free, and 66 Not Free
countries and territories. There were three status changes in Freedom of the Press 2017: Afghanistan improved
from Not Free to Partly Free, the Maldives declined from Partly Free to Not Free, and Poland declined from Free to
Partly Free.

AMERICAS @ —Free © —Partly Free @ — Not Free Status

Count Regional | Global Freedomofthe | Freedominthe Freedom on
ry Rank Rank Press 2017 World 2017 the Net 2016
1 13 16 [ ] [

Costa Rica

Saint Lucia 2 16 17 (] [

Canada 3 20 18 (] [ ] [ )
Barbados 4 22 19 (] (]

Jamaica 22 19 (] ()

Saint Kitts and Nevis 6 26 21 (] [ ]

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 26 21 (] ()

Bahamas 8 33 23 (] [

United States 33 23 (] () [
Uruguay 10 38 24 [ ] [

Dominica 11 39 25 [ ()

Trinidad and Tobago 39 25 (] [ ]

Grenada 13 44 26 (] ()

Belize 14 48 27 (] °

Suriname 15 53 28 ([ [ J

Chile 16 56 29 (] (]

Antigua and Barbuda 17 66 34 ()

Guyana 18 73 38 [ ]

El Salvador 19 76 41 o

Panama 76 41 [

Dominican Republic 21 80 42

Peru 22 89 45 [

Argentina 23 92 46 [ [
Brazil 24 94 47 °

Haiti 25 108 52

Bolivia 26 111 53

Nicaragua 27 117 59

Colombia 28 120 57

Guatemala 29 122 58

Paraguay 30 128 59

Mexico 31 139 64 [

Ecuador 32 143 66 [ ]

Honduras 143 66 ()

Venezuela 34 172 81 o [

Cuba 35 193 91 (] () °

* Denotes territories
2 M Indicates improvements or declines in press freedom status
The ratings reflect global developments from January 1, 2016, through December 31, 2016.
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The report found that 13 percent of the world’s inhabitants lived in countries with a Free press, while 42 percent
had a Partly Free press and 45 percent lived in Not Free environments. The population figures are significantly
affected by two countries—China, with a Not Free status, and India, with a Partly Free status—that together ac-
count for over a third of the world's population. The percentage of those enjoying a Free media in 2016 remained
at its lowest level since 1996, when Freedom House began incorporating population data into the findings of the
report.
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Status
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Palau 1 9 15 () (
Marshall Islands 2 16 17 [ [ ]
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Australia 5 31 22 [ J [ [
Taiwan 6 39 25 [ [ ]
Vanuatu 39 25 [ [
Japan 8 48 27 [ [ (]
Solomon Islands 48 27 () [
Tuvalu 48 27 [ [
Papua New Guinea 11 56 29 ()
Samoa 56 29 [ [
Kiribati 13 60 30 () ()
Tonga 60 30 [ ] [
South Korea 15 66 34 [
Timor-Leste 16 69 35
Mongolia 17 70 37 [ ]
Hong Kong* 18 80 42
India 19 83 43 (]
Fiji 20 84 44
Philippines 84 44 [
Nauru 22 92 46 (]
Indonesia 23 98 49
Nepal 24 108 52
Bhutan 25 122 58
Afghanistan 26 130 60 2 (]
Sri Lanka 27 134 61 (]
Bangladesh 28 135 62 (]
Maldives 135 62 o X
Pakistan 30 141 65 (] (]
Singapore 31 148 67 (]
Malaysia 32 151 69 (]
Cambodia 33 152 70 () (
Myanmar 34 159 73 [ ] ®
Brunei 35 163 76 [ J {
Thailand 36 165 77 [ (] (]
Vietnam 37 177 84 [ [ (]
Laos 38 179 85 [ [
China 39 186 87 ° () (]
North Korea 40 198 98 [ [
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EURASIA @ —Free © —Partly Free @ - Not Free

Status
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ank Rank Press 2017 World 2017 the Net 2016

Georgia 1 102 50 [ J
Ukraine 2 111 53
Moldova 3 118 56
Armenia 4 137 63 [ [
Kyrgyzstan 5 148 67 [
Belarus 6 174 83 [ [ ] (]
Russia 174 83 [ (] (]
Kazakhstan 8 179 85 [ [ ] (]
Tajikistan 9 186 87 ° ()
Azerbaijan 10 190 90 [ ([ ]
Crimea* 11 195 94 () [
Uzbekistan 12 197 95 (] [ [ ]
Turkmenistan 13 198 98 [ J [ J

MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
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Count Regional | Global Freedom ofthe | Freedominthe Freedom on
ry Rank Rank Press 2017 World 2017 the Net 2016
1 64 33 [ )

Israel

Tunisia 2 115 54 (]

Lebanon 3 118 56

Kuwait 4 130 60

Algeria S 141 65 [ ] {

Morocco 6 143 66 [ J

Jordan 7 150 68 ()

Qatar 8 152 70 ® (]

Iraq 9 155 71 () [

Oman 155 71 [ [

Egypt 11 165 77 () () (]
Libya 165 77 [ °

United Arab Emirates 13 169 78 (] o (]
West Bank and Gaza Strip* 14 177 84 (] (]

Yemen 15 179 85 () [

Saudi Arabia 16 183 86 (] (] [ ]
Bahrain 17 186 87 [ [ [
Iran 18 190 90 [ [ ([
Syria 190 90 [ [ J [

* Denotes territories
2 M Indicates improvements or declines in press freedom status
The ratings reflect global developments from January 1, 2016, through December 31, 2016.
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EUROPE
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103
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138
163

11
11
12
12
12
13
14
15
15
15
16
16
17
17
18
20
21
21
22
23
23
23
25
26
26
26
28
31
34
38
41
42
44
44
44
48
49
51
51
64
76
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FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 2017: Press Freedom's Dark Horizon

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA @ —Free © —Partly Free @ —Not Free
Status

Count Regional | Global Freedomofthe | Freedominthe Freedom on
ry Rank Rank Press 2017 World 2017 the Net 2016
1 48 27 [ J [ ]

Cape Verde

S&o Tomé and Principe 2 53 28 [ (]

Mauritius 3 56 29 [ (]

Namibia 4 63 32 [

Ghana 5 64 33 (]

Benin 6 70 37 [ ]

Mali 70 37

South Africa 8 73 38 [ (]
Burkina Faso 9 76 41

Botswana 10 89 45 [

Malawi 89 45

Senegal 12 94 47 [ J

Mozambique 13 96 48

Comoros 14 98 49

Seychelles 98 49

Céte d'Ivoire 16 103 51

Lesotho 103 51

Nigeria 103 51

Niger 18 108 52

Mauritania 20 111 53 [

Somaliland* 111 53

Sierra Leone 22 115 54

Togo 23 120 57

Kenya 24 122 58 [
Madagascar 122 58

Tanzania 122 58

Uganda 122 58 (

Guinea-Bissau 28 128 59

Congo (Brazzaville) 29 130 60 o

Liberia 130 60

Zambia 31 137 63 [

Cameroon 32 143 66 [ (]

Guinea 143 66 [

South Sudan 34 152 70 [ ] (]

Central African Republic 35 155 71 () (]

Gabon 155 71 [ [ ]

Angola 37 159 73 [ ] [ ]

Chad 38 161 74 (] [

Zimbabwe 161 74 ()

Djibouti 40 165 77 (] [ ]

Rwanda 41 170 79 () °

Somalia 170 79 [ [

Congo (Kinshasa) 43 173 82 () ()

Swaziland 44 174 83 (] (]

Burundi 45 179 85 () ()

Ethiopia 46 183 86 (] (] (]
Sudan 183 86 (] ° ()
The Gambia 48 186 87 (] [ [
Equatorial Guinea 49 193 91 (] (]

Eritrea 50 195 94 (] [

* Denotes territories
2 M Indicates improvements or declines in press freedom status
The ratings reflect global developments from January 1, 2016, through December 31, 2016.
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Political leaders in
many democracies
sought to delegitimize
critical or impartial
sources of information.



Q Freedom
House

Freedom House is a nonprofit,
nonpartisan organization that
supports democratic change,
monitors freedom, and advocates
for democracy and human rights.

1850 M Street NW, 11th Floor
Washington, DC 20036

120 Wall Street, 26th Floor
New York, NY 10005

www.freedomhouse.org
facebook.com/FreedomHouseDC
@FreedomHouseDC

202.296.5101 | info@freedomhouse.org




