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April 8, 2013 

 

 

Dear Secretary Kerry: 

 

As you know, the promotion and protection of human rights, and support for democratic 

governance has been a cornerstone of American foreign policy since the days of the 

Marshall Plan and the signing of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  As you 

stated during your confirmation hearing, American foreign policy is defined, among 

other things, as “fighting to lift up millions of lives by promoting freedom and 

democracy,” and there is a “thirst for opportunity and individual participatory rights of 

governance.” 

 

The United States must encourage the support of political rights, civil liberties, and 

democracy through our bilateral and multilateral engagement and diplomacy, as well as 

through our foreign assistance programs.  President Obama has stated his commitment 

to supporting “governments that reflect the will of the people,” and noted that 

“governments that protect [human] rights are ultimately more stable, successful, and 

secure.”   

 

As you consider nominations for positions throughout the Department of State including 

the Assistant Secretary for Democracy Human Rights and Labor, but also appointed 

positions within other bureaus, Ambassadors, and Undersecretaries, I urge you to 

consider candidates with strong track records in the protection of human rights.  

Appointing senior officials who are experienced in promoting human rights and 

democracy and working in concert with local civil society will enhance America’s 

standing abroad and advance our interests.  The same should go for appointments to 

multilateral institutions such as the United Nations.   

 

At a time of uncertainty and swiftly moving events around the world, including in the 

Middle East, Burma, Venezuela, and Russia, it is vital for the United States to amplify 

its message that human rights are universal values and to demonstrate support for them 

in our relations with both our allies and countries where tensions may arise. We need 

representatives at home and abroad who will bring expertise in and commitment to 

universal values to bear in their everyday work as diplomats and representatives of the 

United States government. 

 

I appreciate the challenge you face in nominating dozens of people for senior positions 

throughout the Department of State.  I ask that you consider candidates with strong 

backgrounds in the protection of human rights and the promotion of democracy so that 

our foreign policy shows a consistent and unwavering commitment to these values.   

 

Sincerely,  

David J. Kramer 

President 
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