
      

 

 

Ukraine: violation of freedom of 

speech was only in the category 

"Physical aggression" 

 Between October 1 and 10, 5 violations were registered in 

the category "Physical aggression" 

 
In Zhytomyr, there was an assault on Maria Shomko, a journalist of the media outlet 20 khvylyn. An 

unknown car tried to run her over, however she managed to avoid the car. Maria believes this 

incident is related to her professional activities. 

In Ivano-Frankivsk, participants of a road accident threatened Nataliya Dzhulay, a journalist of the 

outlet Reporter, with physical violence for taking photos of the accident. 

During a court hearing on a road accident caused by the head of the emergency response 

department in the Mykolayiv Oblast State Administration Petro Kaminsky, Yuriy Krutiy, a judge of the 

Leninsky district court of the city of Mykolayiv tried along with the defendant's attorneys to remove 

several journalists from the courtroom, including Olena Melnykova, a correspondent of the online 

media outlet Prestupnosti.NET, Andriy Prokopenko, a journalist of the online media outlet Novosti-N, 

and Olena Nefedova, a journalist of the Mykolayiv Centre of Journalist Investigations. 

Mykhaylo Malyshev, the director general of Odessa-based Seventh Channel, claims that he was 

threatened by unidentified people who demanded that he change the editorial policy of TV channel. 

According to Malyshev, those people demanded that change the editorial policy of the TV channel as 

its programs were affecting the interests of influential people in the city. 

In Chernihiv oblast, an unidentified man threatened several journalists from a local newspaper with 

physical violence. Officers from the Chernihiv city branch of the department of the Ministry of 

Internal Affairs are investigating the allegations of threats of physical violence. The name of the 

newspaper in question is not known. 



 

For more information, please visit www.imi.org.ua  and 
www.freedomhouse.org/ukraine-media-watch. 
 
This report was prepared under the Media Watch Network project that IMI 
runs with Freedom House and the support of the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 
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